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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
        




      

May 27, 2011                                  
          
Rocking the Blues: The Story of Rock in the Shoals

The Music Preservation Society in partnership with Alabama Folklife Association presents the 2011 W.C. Handy Music Festival Headliner concert, featuring Drive-By Truckers and special guests, The Decoys with Donnie Fritts and Spooner Oldham. The concert will be held at Norton Auditorium on the University of North Alabama campus Saturday, July 30 at 7 p.m.  Tori Bailey, Chair of the W.C. Handy Music Festival, stated, “Handy Festival organizers are excited about our partnership with Alabama Folklife Association.  Together, the two organizations will present a series of events on the final Saturday of the Festival titled ‘Rocking the Blues:  The Story of Rock in The Shoals,’ which will culminate with the headliner concert featuring several Shoals musical icons.  This is a perfect way to cap our 30th Handy Festival and to celebrate Alabama's Year of Music here in the Shoals.”  
As part of a day long look at the Muscle Shoals music legacy on July 30, a series of free events will take place at the Guillot Performance Center at the University of North Alabama beginning with a 1 p.m. lecture by Peter Gurlanick, The Revolution that Started in Florence Alabama. Continuing at 2:30 p.m. a panel discussion, Passing Down the Shoals coordinated by Dr, James Hall, University of Alabama Humanities Scholar, and moderated by special guest music historians, Terry Pace and Robert Palmer will take place. Included in this panel are first and second generation music legends, David and Patterson Hood, Jimmy and Jay Johnson and others. The discussions are made possible by grants from the Alabama Humanities Foundation, the Alabama State Council on the Arts, Art Works and South Arts.  The day continues with a 4 p.m. screening of the rock documentary about Drive-By Truckers, The Secret to a Happy Ending, produced by Barr Weissman and followed by a question and answer session.  The Secret of a Happy Ending was selected for the Best in State award at the 2011 George Lindsey University of North Alabama Film Festival. For additional information please go to http://alabamafolklife.org. This film contains adult language. The afternoon events at the Guillot Performance Center are free, however guests are encouraged to register online at http://muscleshoalsmusic.eventbrite.com/.

Of the six members of the The Drive-By Truckers three members are from Muscle Shoals - Patterson Hood, Mike Cooley and Shonna Tucker. The Decoys’ members include David Hood, Scott Boyer, Kelvin Holly, N.C. Thurman and Mike Dillon. Special guests Donnie Fritts and Spooner Oldham are musical legends with roots in the Muscle Shoals. Tickets are $25 (balcony), $30 (mezzanine), $35 (orchestra) with a limited number of VIP Tickets available for $100. Tickets may be purchased on-line at http://dbtconcert.eventbrite.com.  
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